STAT

T ; ‘
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/09 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100220005-1

ARTICLE APPEARED
OF PAGE '

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/09 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100220005-1

k4

Information, Please”

THE WASHINGTON POST
4 May 1982

Study bhows How FOIA Works—For Now:

Mnochlcd?nu

'I‘he CIA s testing of drugs on un-
witting Americans, the cancer-risks

" of pregnant women taking the hor-
. mone DES;"and deficient” Kentucky

nursing _homes have one thing in

. common=—the. Freedom ol' Informa~ .
! tion Acts i fei sl TR dadis.
* The publw received detalled data ’
“on all three topics from. gnvemm_ent :
 files requested under the act. #::" -

. With the Senate Judiciary Com-
“ mittee planning to take up amend-

ments laters.this month to. restrict -
-the use of the act, thoCampalgn for

-~ Political Rights issiied-a-study:Sun-
- day ‘detailing more than 500 ‘exam-

.ples of . how. consumers, businesses,

. journalists, - historians, state- govern-

" ments and political groups have used

“ the act to obtain federal documents.
“Many- of the 500 cases are famil-
‘far stories to the American public,”
“said Peggy Shaker, executive direc-
tor- of- the - private,- liberat . group;
-which oppoees the amendnients be-
- fore the Judiciary Committee. “But
- few people- realize that this informa-
t.wn would nevet hava left. tho gov«-

ernment.s ﬁlmg cubinets irie weren 't

for the FOIAY .. .. .
The 180-page st.udy mcludw wseﬁ
of disclosures under the act involving

consunier-product saféty, drug safe-
ty, and: govemment behavior. control;

the environment and nuclear power; :
«- fraud, waste and government corrup~

tion; laborand civil rights; business,
history,* fomgu affaus and defénw

...........

activitiés and taxes.”’ ™
: Among_ the better-known alsclo-

' sures are: those about probes of the-
" assassinations of President Kennedy
- and cwnl rights leader MartinLuther

ng‘Jt.,_ndtatlon exposure of US.’
soldiers-in; nuclear tests during. the
19503 and FBI spying on dissenters. °

The administration supports- the
amendments sponsored «- by = Sen.”

~ Orrin G.-Hatch (R-Utah) that would

restrict access to law: enforcement,

‘intelligence: and busdiness records
.;held hy the government. Hatch and

the ‘administration argue- that the:

" law imposes undue burdens on fed- ]

eral agencies and has not been used
81 much as ongmally envisioned.
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